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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Conference  of  the  Parties  to  the 
Convention  on  International  Trade  In 
Endangered  Species  of  Wild  Fauna 
and  Flora;  Third  Regular  Meeting 

agency:  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 

Interior. 

action:  Notice. 

summary:  The  Service  publishes  the 
time,  place,  and  provisional  agenda  for 
the  third  regular  meeting  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties  to  the 
Convention  on  International  Trade  in 
Endangered  Special  of  Wild  Fauna  and 
Flora  and  invites  the  public  to  provide 
information  and  comments  on  agenda 
items.  The  third  regular  meeting  has 
been  scheduled  for  February  2-13, 1981 
in  New  Delhi,  India. 

The  Service  also  announces  its  first 
public  meeting  to  receive  information 
and  comments  on  the  provisional 
agenda,  and  on  species  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  if  the  United  States  will 
propose  amendments  to  the  lists  of 
species  controlled  by  the  Convention. 
ADDRESSES:  Information  and  comments 
should  be  sent  to  the  Director,  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  Federal  Wildlife 
Permit  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20240. 
Information  and  comments  are  open  to 
public  inspection  during  normal 
business  hours  at  the  Federal  Wildlife 
Permit  Office,  Room  616, 1000  North 
Glebe  Road,  Arlington,  Virginia. 

DATE:  The  Service  will  consider 
information  and  comments  concerning 
the  provisional  agenda  for  the  New 
Delhi  meeting  received  by  June  20, 1980. 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Richard  M.  Parsons,  Chief,  Federal 
Wildlife  Permit  Office,  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  Washington,  D.C. 
20240,  telephone  703/235-2418. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Background 

The  Convention  on  International 
Trade  in  Endangered  Species  of  Wild 
Fauna  and  Flora,  hereinafter  referred  to 
as  CITES  or  the  Convention,  is  an 
international  agreement  designed  to 
control  international  trade  in  certain 
animal  and  plant  species  which  are  or 
may  be  threatened  with  extinction. 
Currently  59  nations,  including  the 
United  States,  are  CITES  Parties.  The 
Convention  provides  for  biennial 
(regular)  meetings  of  the  Conference  of 
the  Parties  to  review  its  implementation, 
to  make  provisions  enabling  the 
Secretariat  of  CITES  to  carry  out  its 
duties,  to  consider  adopting 
amendments  to  Appendices  I  and  II  to 
CITES  (two  of  the  three  lists  which 
contain  the  names  of  species  controlled 


by  CITES:  the  third  list.  Appendix  III, 
may  be  amended  unilaterally),  to 
consider  any  reports  presented  by  the 
Secretariat  or  any  Party,  and  to  make 
recommendations  for  improving  the 
effectiveness  of  CITES. 

The  Service  will  publish  in  the  Federal 
Register  proposed  rules  of  procedure 
which  provide  for  public  participation  in 
the  development  of  negotiating  positions 
for  meetings  of  the  Conference  of  the 
Parties.  Until  the  rules  are  finalized,  the 
Service  will  use  them  as  guidelines  in  its 
preparations  for  the  third  regular 
meeting.  This  notice  is  the  first  of  a 
sequence  of  notices  contemplated  by  the 
proposed  rules. 

Notice  of  Third  Regular  Meeting  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties  and  the 
Meeting’s  Provisional  Agenda 

The  United  States  by  virtue  of  its 
membership  on  the  Standing  Committee 
has  received  a  copy  of  the  provisional 
agenda  for  the  third  regular  meeting  of 
the  Conference  of  the  Parties  which  will 
be  held  in  New  Delhi,  India  on  February 
2-13, 1981  and  which  is  here  printed  in 
full: 

Doc.  3.1 

Convention  on  International  Trade  in 
Endangered  Species  of  Wild  Fauna  and 
Flora 

Third  Meeting  of  the  Conference  of  the 
Parties  New  Delhi  (India),  2  to  13 
February  1981 

Agenda 

(Provisional) 

I  Opening  by  the  Indian  Authorities 

II  Welcoming  addresses 

III  Appointment  of  the  Credentials 
Committee 

IV  Adoption  of  Agenda  and  Working 
Programme 

V  Report  of  the  Credentials  Committee 

VI  Adoption  of  the  Rules  of  Procedure 

VII  Admission  of  Observers 

VIII  Standing  Committee 

1.  Report 

2.  Election  of  new  members 

IX  Review  of  the  implementation  of  the 
Convention 

1.  Report  of  the  Secretariat 

2.  Reports  of  Parties  (other  than  reports 
required  by  Article  VIll  of  the 
Convention) 

X  Financing  of  the  Secretariat  and  of 
meetings  of  the  Conference  of  the  Parties 

1.  Budget 

2.  Headquarters  matters 

XI  Determination  of  the  time  and  venue  of 
the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties 

XII  Relationship  with  other  international 
agreements  and  organizations 

XIII  Committee  reports  and 
recommendations 

1.  Technical  Expert  Committee  on 
Harmonization  of  Permit  Forms  and 
Procedures 


2.  Identification  Manual  Committee 

3.  Nomenclature  Committee 

4.  Ranching  Committee 

XIV  Study  and  project  reports 

1.  Guidelines  for  transportation  of  live 
specimens 

2.  Status  of  subspecies  included  in  the 
appendices 

3.  Species  thought  to  be  extinct  included  in 
the  appendices 

4.  Exemptions  under  Article  VII 

5.  Index  of  species  mentioned  in  legislation 

6.  Report  of  lUCN/SSC  Threatened  Plants 
Committee 

7.  Technical  cooperation,  training,  and 
implementing  legislation 

XV  Interpretation  and  implementation  of 
the  Convention 

1.  Analysis  of  national  reports  under 
Article  VIII,  paragraph  8,  of  the 
Convention 

2.  Effects  of  reservations 

3.  Disposal  of  Appendix  I  specimens 

4.  Parts  and  derivatives  of  animal  species 
listed  on  Appendix  III  and  of  plant 
species  listed  on  Appendix  II  or  III 

XVI  Consideration  of  proposals  for 
amendment  of  Appendices  I  and  II 

XVII  Conclusion  of  the  meeting 

Explanation  of  Provisional  Agenda 
Items  I-IX 

Provisional  agenda  items  I-X  and 
XVII  are  procedural  in  nature  and  will 
not  be  explained  here.  With  regard  to 
item  VII,  2,  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
term  of  the  United  States’  membership 
on  the  Standing  Committee  will  expire 
at  the  third  regular  meeting.  The  terms 
of  the  United  Kingdom  and  Australia 
will  also  expire.  The  Standing 
Committee  was  created  at  the  second 
regular  meeting.  The  Parties  decided  to 
establish  a  nine  member  committee 
having  the  following  functions: 

1.  To  provide  guidance  and  advice  to 
the  Secretariat  on  the  implementation  of 
the  Convention,  on  preparation  of 
meetings  and  on  relations  with  the  host 
government  of  the  Secretariat 
headquarters; 

2.  To  act  as  bureau  at  meetings  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  procedure; 

3.  To  perform  any  other  functions  as 
may  be  entrusted  to  it  by  the  Conference 
of  the  Parties. 

There  are  six  regional  members,  plus 
members  representing  the  host  country 
of  the  last  and  the  next  regular  meeting 
and  the  depositary  country,  Switzerland. 
In  addition  to  the  countries  already 
named,  Zaire,  Nepal  and  Brazil  are  the 
other  regional  members,  and  Costa  Rica 
and  India  are  past  and  next  host  country 
members.  The  Standing  Committee  will 
be  mentioned  in  the  context  of  other 
agenda  items. 

Item  XVI  is  the  subject  of  a  separate 
Federal  Register  notice  published  on 
April  4, 1980  (45  FR  23370)  and  will  not 
be  explained  here. 
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X  Financing  of  the  Secretariat  and  of 
Meetings  of  the  Conference  of  the 
Parties 

1.  Budget 

The  Secretariat  of  CITES  is  provided 
by  the  United  Nations  Environment 
Program  and  carried  out  under  contract 
with  the  International  Union  for  the 
Conservation  of  Nature  and  Natural 
Resources.  The  Secretariat  operations 
are  currently  funded  by  the  United 
Nations  Environment  ^ogram  and 
voluntary  contributions  of  the  Parties  to 
a  trust  fund  administered  by  the  United 
Nations  Environment  Program.  Funds 
may  also  be  obtained  from  governments 
and  organizations  for  special  projects. 
Voluntary  contributions  are  based  on  a 
United  Nations  scale  of  contributions. 
The  Parties  will  review  this  arrangement 
and  may  consider  the  adoption  of  rules 
governing  the  Secretariat’s  budget 
process. 

2.  Headquarters  Matters 

The  Secretariat  and  the  Standing 
Committee  have  been  exploring  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  more  favorable 
tax  treatment  and  other  privileges  for 
the  Secretariat.  Discussions  have  been 
held  with  representatives  of  the  present 
host  country,  Switzerland,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany. 

XI  Determination  of  the  Time  and 
Venue  of  the  Next  Regular  Meeting  of 
the  Conference  of  the  Parties 

The  Parties  at  the  New  Delhi  meeting 
will  consider  the  time  and  location  of 
the  next  regular  meeting  which  will 
probably  be  held  in  1983.  Previous 
regular  meetings  were  held  in  Berne, 
Switzerland  (1976)  and  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica  (1979). 

XII  Relationships  with  Other 
International  Agreements  and 

Organizations 

/ 

The  implementation  of  CITES  relates 
to  the  work  of  other  international 
agreements  and  organizations.  The 
Secretariat  has  established  relationships 
with  such  organizations  as  the 
International  Air  Transport  Association 
with  regard  to  the  shipment  of  live 
specimens,  the  International  Whaling 
Commission  with  regard  to  their  mutual 
concerns  for  the  survival  of  cetaceans, 
the  United  Nations  Food  and 
Agricultural  Organization  with  regard  to 
the  International  Plant  Protection 
Convention  and  with  INTERPOL  with 
regard  to  illegal  trade  in  wildlife  and 
wildlife  products. 


XIII  Committee  Reports  and 
Recommendations 

1.  Technical  Expert  Committee  on 
Harmonization  of  Permit  Forms  and 
Procedures 

The  1979  regular  meeting  in  San  Jose 
called  for  the  creation  of  a  committee  of 
technical  experts  to  guide  the 
progressive  harmonization  of  permit 
forms  and  procedures  and  to  deal  with 
control  of  trade  in  Appendix  II  and  III 
species.  The  committee  met  in  Bonn, 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  last 
January  and  produced  five  proposed 
resolutions  which  will  be  considered  at 
the  third  regular  meeting.  These 
resolutions  are  here  reprinted  in  full: 

Draft  Resolution  of  the  Conference  of 
the  Parties 

TEC /I.  Standardization  of  Permits  and 
Certificates  Issued  by  Parties 

RECALLING  the  mandatory 
requirements  for  the  granting  of  permits 
and  certificates  specified  in  Article  VI  of 
the  Convention; 

RECOGNIZING  that  in  practice  many 
Parties  have  not  to  this  point  insisted  on 
strict  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Convention; 

CONSCIOUS  of  the  need  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Convention  in 
regard  to  the  contents  of  permits  and 
certiHcates;  and 

CONSIDERING  the  need  for  improved 
standardization  of  export  permits  and 
re-export  certiflcates; 

The  Conference  of  the  Parties 

RECOMMENDS: 

a]  That  permits  or  certificates  issued 
by  a  Party  contain  the  title  of  the 
Convention,  the  name  and  any 
identifying  stamp  of  the  Management 
Authority  granting  them  and  a  control 
number  assigned  by  the  Management 
Authority;  and  that  after  nine  months 
from  the  final  date  of  the  third  meeting 
of  the  Conference  of  the  Parties,  they 
not  be  accepted  by  any  other  Party 
unless  they  comply  with  these 
requirements; 

b]  That  export  permits  issued  by  a 
Party  contain  the  information  specified 
in  the  model  set  forth  in  Appendix  IV  of 
the  Convention;  and  that  after  nine 
months  from  the  final  date  of  the  third 
meeting  of  the  Conference  of  the  Parties, 
they  not  be  accepted  by  any  other  Party 
unless  they  comply  with  these 
requirements; 

c]  That  import  permits  for  Appendix  I 
specimens  re-export  certificates  and 
other  certificates  issued  by  a  Party 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Convention 
contain,  as  appropriate,  similar 


information  to  that  required  for  the 
export  permit; 

d)  That  certificates  issued  by  a  Party 
to  the  effect  that  a  specimen  was  bred  in 
captivity  or  artifically  propagated 
comply  with  the  requirements  set  forth 
in  Resolution  Conf.  2.12  adopted  by  the 
second  meeting  of  the  Conference  of  the 
Parties  (San  Jose,  1979); 

e)  That  Parties  provide  in  their 
permits  and  certificates  complete 
information,  in  accordance  with 
Appendix  IV,  on  units  of  measurement 
used;  i.e.,  avoid  general  description  such 
as  "one  case"  or  “one  shipment"  and 
instead  use,  in  the  case  of  skins,  hides  or 
trophies  representing  one  whole  animal, 
the  specific  number  of  animals 
concerned,  or  include  weight  (in  kg]  and 
other  measurements  of  parts  and 
derivatives,  as  appropriate; 

f)  That  Parties  adapt,  to  the  extent 
practicable,  the  format  of  their  export 
permits  and  re-export  certificates  to  the 
standard  model  attached  to  the  present 
Resolution; 

g)  That  Parties  communicate  to  the 
Secretariat  information  relating  to 
stricter  domestic  measures  which  may 
affect  the  legality  of  exports  or  re¬ 
exports;  and 

REQUEST'’  the  Secretariat  to 
disseminate  tue  information  mentioned 
in  subparagraph  g)  above  to  other 
Parties  with  a  view  of  ensuring  effective 
implementation  in  the  context  of  Article 
XllI  of  the  Convention. 

Note. — For  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
standard  model  envisaged  in  paragraph  f]  of 
this  Draft  Resolution,  the  Technical  Expert 
Committee,  on  the  basis  of  proposals  by  a 
special  working  group  convened  for  this 
purpose,  adopted  the  following 
recommendations: 

1.  Each  form  should  contain  all  the 
information  found  in  Appendix  IV  and: 

a)  The  country  of  origin 

b)  The  type  of  permit  (export,  re-export, 
etc.) 

c)  An  expiry  date,  preferably  expressed  as: 

valid  until - (date). 

2.  Each  form  should  be  printed  in  one  or 
more  of  the  working  languages  of  the 
Convention  (English,  French,  Spanish)  and 
the  national  language,  if  different  from  one  of 
the  working  languages. 

3.  The  size  of  the  form  should  conform  to  . 
the  International  Organization  for 
Standardization  (ISO)  A4  dimensions. 

4.  All  essential  information  (see  1.  above) 
and  the  box  for  special  conditions  (see  7. 
below]  should  be  on  the  face  of  a  single 
sheet. 

5.  The  original  copy  should  be  printed  on  a 
security  paper.  The  Secretariat  is.  requested 
to  make  preparations  for  a  presentation  of 
security  paper  and  color  coding  of  the  copies 
at  the  ^ird  meeting  of  the  Parties. 

6.  Each  copy  of  the  permit  should  be 
permanently  marked  (pre-printed)  with  the 
intended  use  (permittee,  destination,  or  other 
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uses).  Further,  either  the  original  or  a 
certified  copy  marked  is  to  accompany  the 
shipment. 

7.  Each  form  and  all  copies  should  have  a 
standard  location  and  standard  numbering  of 
boxes,  preferably  in  the  accepted  U.N.  layout 
key;  one  box  included  for  special  conditions. 

8.  Each  form  should  have  a  location  where 
reference  is  made  to  national  authorizing 
legislation. 

The  Technical  Expert  Committee  requested 
the  Secretariat. 

— To  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ensure 
compatibility  of  the  information  contained 
in  the  present  recommendations  with  the 
applicable  UN/ECE  layout  key,  and 
— To  return  the  permit  layout  so  obtained  to 
the  participants  in  the  special  working 
group  for  comments,  so  that  further 
modifications  can  be  made  in  the  draft 
prior  to  its  circulation  and  submission  for 
the  New  Delhi  Conference. 

Draft  Resolution  of  the  Conference  of 
the  Parties 

TEC/2.  Acceptance  of  Comparable 
Documentation  Issued  by  States  not 
Party  to  the  Convention 

RECALLING  the  provisions  of  Article 
X  of  the  Convention  and  the 
recommendation  6  a)  of  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Conference  of  the  Parties,  which 
make  the  acceptance  of  comparable 
documentation  issued  by  a  State  not 
Party  to  the  Convention  conditional 
upon  issuance  by  the  competent 
authorities  in  that  State  and  upon 
substantial  conformity  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Convention  for 
permits  and  certificates; 

CONSCIOUIS  of  the  risk  of  exports  or 
re-exports  from  States  not  a  Party  to  the 
Convention,  which  might  jeopardize  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Convention  unless 
the  above-mentioned  conditions  are 
observed  by  all  Parties; 

CONSIDERING  the  need  to  provide 
guidance  to  Parties  for  the  uniform 
implementation  of  Article  X  of  the 
Convention;  and 

CONSIDERING  further  the  need  to 
keep  States  not  a  Party  to  the 
Convention  informed  of  its  progressive 
implementation,  to  enable  them  to 
express  their  views  regarding  trade  with 
the  Parties,  and  to  promote  wider 
participation  in  the  Convention, 

The  Conference  of  the  Parties 

RECOMMENDS  that  documents 
issued  by  a  State  not  Party  to  the 
Convention  be  not  accepted  by  Parties 
unless  they  contain; 

a]  The  name,  stamp  and  signature  of  a 
competent  issuing  authority;  nature 
conservation  authorities  shall  be 
considered  competent  unless  the  State 
concerned  has  designated  another 
authority  for  that  purpose; 


b)  SufHcient  identiHcation  of  the 
species  concerned  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Convention; 

c)  Certification  of  the  origin  of  the 
specimen  concerned; 

d)  In  the  case  of  export  licences, 
certification  to  the  e^ect  that  export  will 
not  be  detrimental  to  the  survival  of  the 
species;  that  the  specimen  was  not 
obtained  in  contravention  of  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  export  for  the  conservation 
of  fauna  and  flora; 

e)  In  the  case  of  re-export, 
certification  to  the  effect  that  the 
competent  authority  of  the  country  of 
origin  has  issued  an  export  licence 
which  substantially  meets  the 
requirements  of  Article  VI  of  the 
Convention; 

f)  In  the  case  of  export  or  re-export  of 
live  specimens,  certification  to  the  effect 
that  transport  will  be  in  a  manner  which 
will  minimize  the  risk  of  injury,  damage 
to  health  or  cruel  treatment; 

g)  In  the  case  of  import  of  live 
specimens  under  Article  III  of  the 
Convention,  certification  to  the  effect 
that  the  proposed  recipient  is  suitably 
equipped  to  house  and  care  for  them, 
and  that  the  specimens  are  not  to  be 
used  for  primarily  commercial  purposes; 
and 

REQUESTS  that  the  Secretariat 
compile,  and  communicate  to  the 
Parties,  on  the  basis  of  the  information 
available,  updated  lists  of  competent 
authorities  issuing  comparable 
documentation  in  States  not  Party  to  the 
Convention,  and  other  information 
relevant  to  the  imiform  implementation 
of  Article  X;  and,  to  the  extent 
practicable,  communicate  for  this 
purpose  with  States  not  Party  to  the 
Convention. 

Draft  Resolution  of  the  Conference  of 
the  Parties 

TEC/3.  Annual  Reports  by  Parties 

CONSIDERING  the  importance  of  the 
annual  reports  provided  by  Parties 
under  the  provisions  of  Article  VIII, 
paragraph  7,  of  the  Convention  for 
purposes  of  trade  monitoring; 

I^CALLING  Resolution  Conf.  2.16 
adopted  at  its  second  meeting  (San  Jose, 
1979); 

The  Conference  of  the  Parties 

RECOMMENDS: 

a)  That  Parties  comply  as  fully  as 
possible  with  the  reporting  requirements 
of  the  Convention,  as  well  as  with  the 
deadline  laid  down  in  Resolution  Conf. 
2.16,  and  submit  their  reports  in 
accordance  with  the  uniform  format 
provided  in  Notification  to  the  Parties 
No.  78; 


b)  That  specimens  be  listed  in  reports 
under  the  appendices  on  which  the 
species  is  listed,  with  a  special 
annotation  where  required;  e.g.,  in  the 
case  of  Appendix  I  specimens  covered 
by  exemptions  pursuant  to  Article  VII  of 
the  Convention; 

c)  That  the  Technical  Expert 
Committee  on  Harmonization  of  Permit 
Forms  and  Procedures  undertake  a 
periodic  review  of  annual  reports;  be 
reconvened  for  this  purpose  at  the 
beginning  of  each  meeting  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties;  and  report  to 
the  Parties  during  each  meeting  on  its 
observations  and  conclusions. 

Draft  Resolution  of  the  Conference  of 
the  Parties 

TEC/4.  Trade  in  African  Elephant  Ivory 

CONSIDERING  that  the  status  of  the 
African  elephant  (Loxodonta  africana) 
and  the  volume  of  international  trade  in 
its  ivory  justified  the  inclusion  of  this 
species  in  Appendix  II  of  the 
Convention  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties  (Berne,  1976); 

CONSCIOUS  of  the  fact  that,  due  to 
the  increasing  monetary  value  of  ivory, 
illegal  trade  activities  have  reached  a 
significant  level,  that  ivory  is  frequently 
traded  with  inadequate  documentation, 
and  that  States  which  are  not  Parties  of 
the  Convention  play  a  special  role  in 
this  trade; 

RECALLING  Resolution  Conf.  2.6 
adopted  by  the  Conference  of  the  Parties 
at  its  second  meeting  (San  Jose,  1979) 
which  recommends  the  use  of  the 
options  provided  by  Article  XIV  of  the 
Convention  to  apply  stricter  domestic 
measures  and  direct  contacts  between 
Management  Authorities  when  it  is 
suspected  that  an  Appendix  II  species  is 
traded  in  a  manner  detrimental  to  the 
survival  of  the  species  or  in 
contravention  of  the  laws  of  any  country 
involved  in  the  transaction;  and 

NOTING  the  positive  results 
experienced  by  a  number  of  Parties 
having  applied  stricter  domestic 
measures  for  ivory  trade,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Article  XIV; 

The  Conference  of  the  Parties 

RECOMMENDS: 

a)  That  any  imports  of  African 
elephant  ivory  by  a  Party  be  authorized 
only  if  the  Party  is  satisfied  that  the 
ivory  was  legally  acquired  in.  and 
exported  from,  the  country  of  origin; 

b)  That  permits  or  certificates  for 
unworked  or  simply  worked  ivory  be 
accepted  only  if  they  mention  the  actual 
country  of  origin; 

c)  That  relevant  information  be 
exchanged  among  Parties,  and  between 
Parties  and  the  Secretariat  and,  if  there 
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is  any  doubt  concerning  the  validity  of 
an  ivory  export  permit  or  re-export 
certiHcate,  copy  of  the  document  be 
submitted  to  the  Management  Authority 
concerned  for  clarification; 

d)  That  the  Technical  Expert 
Committee  on  Harmonization  of  Permit 
Forms  and  Procedures  study  and 
promote  the  development  of  methods  for 
the  permanent  marking  and  numbering 
of  unworked  elephant  tusks,  such 
numbers  to  be  entered  on  the  export 
permit  and  re-export  certificate;  and 

e)  That  Parties  make  every  effort  to 
encourage  wider  participation  in  the 
Convention  by  States  trading  in  ivory 
which  are  not  yet  Party  to  the 
Convention. 

Draft  Resolution  of  the  Conference  of 
the  Parties 

TEC/5.  Trade  in  Whale  Products 

MINDFUL  of  the  need  for  special 
attention  to  the  conservation  of  whales 
and  other  cetaceans; 

RECALLING  Resolutions  Conf.  2.7,  2.8 
and  2.9  adopted  at  its  second  meeting 
(San  Jose,  1979); 

(a)  That  Parties  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  documentation 
requirements  for  specimens  of  cetaceans 
under  Articles  IV  and  XIV; 

(b)  That  Parties  give  urgent 
consideration  to  Resolution  Conf.  2.7 
calling  on  those  Parties  which  do  not 
currently  adhere  to  the  International 
Convention  for  the  Regulation  of 
Whaling  to  do  so. 

2,  Identification  Manual  Committee 

A  species  identification  manual  for 
use*of  border  and  port  officials  is  being 
developed  by  the  Secretariat  and  an 
international  committee.  The  Secretariat 
has  submitted  a  request  for  partial 
funding  of  the  project  which  may  not  be 
currently  available.  Country 
contribution  will  make  up  the  balance  of 
the  manual's  cost.  The  United  States  has 
already  provided  a  set  of  regional  base 
maps  for  use  in  describing  species 
population  distribution.  Other  countries 
have  promised  to  produce  chapters  on 
certain  species  but  more  contributions 
are  needed. 

3.  Nomenclature  Committee 

A  committee  of  experts  chaired  by  the 
United  States  has  produced  a 
provisional  listing  of  standardized 
scientific  names  of  vertebrate  species 
and  plant  genera.  The  Conference  of  the 
Parties  at  its  second  regular  meeting 
directed  the  committee  to  continue  its 
work.  Project  funding  is  being  sought 
from  UNEP  for  the  production  of  lists  of 
mammals,  amphibians,  and  reptiles.  The 
lists  will  provide  a  uniform  reference  list 


upon  which  to  base  species  listings  in 
Appendices  I,  II  and  III  of  CITES. 

4.  Ranching  Committee 

The  Conference  of  the  Parties  at  its 
second  regular  meeting  rendered  a 
detailed  definition  of  the  terms  “bred  in 
captivity”  and  “artificially  propagated.” 
The  terms  are  important  to  the  operation 
of  the  certificated  exemption  from  the 
strict  controls  of  CITES  provided  for 
specimens  so  defined.  The  Conference 
of  the  Parties  also  requested  the 
Secretariat  to  establish  a  committee  to 
determine  whether  those  ranched 
Appendix  I  specimens  which  could  not 
qualify  for  this  exemption  should  be 
exempted  in  some  other  fashion. 

XIV  Study  and  Project  Reports 

1.  Guidelines  for  transportation  of  live 
specimens 

Shipping  guidelines  to  assist 
management  authorities  in  determining 
whether  living  specimens  will  be  so 
prepared  and  shipped  as  to  minimize  the 
risk  of  injury,  damage  to  health,  or  cruel 
treatment  were  approved  at  the  second 
regular  meeting.  A  suggestion  has  been 
made  informally  by  the  United  States 
that  a  form  be  adopted  for  use  by  the 
country  of  import  where  inspection 
discloses  undue  stress  during  shipment. 

2.  Status  of  Subspecies  Included  in  the 
Appendices 

The  second  regular  meeting  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties  recommended 
that  only  subspecies  generally 
recognized  as  valid  taxes  should  be 
proposed  for  listing  on  the  CITES 
appendices,  and  that  where 
identification  is  difficult  the  entire 
species  be  included  in  the  proposal 
distinguishing  the  reasons  for  the 
proposed  listing  of  each  subspecies. 
lUCN’s  Survival  Service  Commission 
has  been  asked  to  review  proposals  of 
subspecies  prior  to  review  by  the 
Standing  Committee  before 
consideration  at  the  third  regular 
meeting.  A  review  of  current  listings  of 
subspecies  was  also  recommended  by 
the  second  regular  meeting. 

3.  Species  Thought  to  be  Extinct 
Included  in  the  Appendices. 

The  second  regular  meeting 
recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  to 
remove  from  the  appendices  species 
thought  to  be  extinct.  Species  not 
observed  for  at  least  50  years  despite 
repeated  survey  should  be  annotated  in 
the  appendices  as  P.E.  (probably 
extinct).  The  Parties  at  the  third  regular 
meeting  will  consider  species  eligible  for 
such  designation. 


4.  Exemptions  Under  Article  VII 

Article  VII  of  CITES  provides  for 
certain  certificated  and  non-certificated 
exemptions  to  the  strict  rules  governing 
international  trade  in  listed  species.  The 
Parties,  having  experienced  significant 
problems  in  administering  or  enforcing 
the  exemptions,  asked  the  Secretariat  to 
study  these  problems  and  report  its 
findings  and  recommendations  to  the 
third  regular  meeting  of  the  Conference 
of  the  Parties.  The  Secretariat  will  soon 
be  circulating  a  survey  on  this  issue  to 
the  Parties. 

5.  Index  of  Species  Mentioned  in 
Legislation 

CITES  allows  individual  parties  to 
adopt  stricter  domestic  measures 
regarding  the  conditions  for  trade, 
taking  possession  or  transport  of  CITES 
controlled  specimens.  Many  countries 
have  adopted  such  measures.  A  list  of 
such  coimtries  and  the  species  subject  to 
stricter  domestic  measures  is  being 
developed  by  lUCN’s  Environmental 
Law  Center.  The  United  States 
Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973  and 
Marine  Mammal  Protection  Act  of  1972 
are  examples  of  stricter  domestic 
measures. 

6.  Report  of  lUCN/SSC  Threatened 
Plants  Committee 

The  first  regular  meeting 
recommended  that  a  review  of  plant 
species  listed  in  Appendices  I  and  II  be 
undertaken  by  the  'Threatened  Plants 
Committee  of  lUCN.  The  second  regular 
meeting  endorsed  continuation  of  the 
review  and  recommended  consultations 
with  the  Parties  and  the  lUCN  TRAFFIC 
Group. 

7.  Technical  Cooperation,  Training,  and 
Implementing  Legislation 

The  Secretariat  has  been  involved  in 
projects  for  assisting  countries  in  the 
development  of  rules  and  administrative 
procedures  implementing  CITES.  The 
Secretariat  has  been  seeking  externa! 
funding  for  such  projects.  Two  of  the 
requests  involve  the  Commonwealth 
nations  and  a  Middle  East  area.  The 
Parties  will  review  guidelines  for 
legislation  to  implement  CITES 
developed  by  lUCN's  Environmental 
Law  Center. 

XV.  Interpretation  and  implementation 
of  the  Convention 

1.  Analysis  of  national  reports  under 
Article  VIII,  paragraph  8  of  the 
Convention 

Article  VIII  of  CITES  requires  each 
Party  to  submit  an  annual  report  to  the 
Secretariat  containing  a  summary  of  the 
number  and  types  of  CITES  documents 
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issued,  the  countries  with  which  trade 
occurred,  the  numbers  and  types  of 
specimens,  names  of  species  and  where 
applicable,  the  size  and  sex  of 
specimens  so  traded.  The  third  regular 
meeting  will  consider  a  proposal  of  the 
Technical  Expert  Committee  on 
Harmonization  of  Permit  Forms  and 
Procedures  to  review  these  reports  to 
eliminate  discrepancies  which  may  be 
the  result  of  non-uniform  practices  in 
permit  issuance.  (See  Item  XIII,  1 
above.) 

2.  Effects  of  reservations 

Article  X  of  CITES  enables  trade  with 
non-parties  under  non-party  documents 
issued  by  competent  authorities 
equivalent  to  those  issued  by  Parties. 
Parties  which  take  reservations  on 
amendments  to  the  CITES  species 
appendices  are  to  be  treated  as  non- 
parties  with  respect  to  the  species 
subject  of  the  reservations.  Some 
probably  unintended  difficulties  may 
arise  where  a  reservation  is  taken  on  an 
amendment  which  removes  the  species 
from  the  lists  completely  or  changes  it 
from  one  list  to  another. 

3.  Disposal  of  Appendix  I  Specimens 

Confiscated  specimens  of  Appendix  II 
species  may  be  readily  transferred  in 
international  trade.  Some  Parties  have 
raised  the  issue  of  whether  and  under 
what  circumstances  confiscated 
specimens  of  Appendix  I  species  can  be 
transferred  in  international  trade. 

4.  Parts  and  Derivatives  of  animal 
species  listed  on  Appendix  II  and  of 
plant  species  listed  on  Appendix  II  or  III 

The  second  regular  meeting 
recommended  that  when  proposing 
amendments  to  Appendix  III  for  animal 
species  and  when  proposing 
amendments  to  Appendix  II  or  III  for 
plant  species,  it  be  accepted  that  all 
readily  recognizable  parts  and 
derivatives  are  to  be  regulated  unless 
particular  parts  or  derivatives  are 
specified  as  being  exempt.  The  third 
regular  meeting  will  deal  with  this 
approach  in  the  context  of  its 
applicability  to  species  listed  on 
Appendices  II  and  III  as  of  the  second 
regular  meeting. 

Request  for  Information  and  Comments 

At  the  second  regular  meeting  of  the 
Standing  Committee  held  in  Bonn, 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  January 
29, 1980,  it  was  agreed  that  only  a 
limited  number  of  agenda  items  not 
relating  to  the  listing  of  species  should 
be  considered  at  the  third  regular 
meeting.  These  items  are  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Secretariat  by  the 
Parties  no  later  than  150  days  in 


advance  of  the  third  meeting  (on  or 
about  September  5, 1980).  It  should  be 
noted  that  this  rule  does  not  require 
negotiating  positions  to  be  finalized  at 
that  time. 

The  Service  invites  information  and 
comments  on  the  provisional  agenda 
items  and  invites  suggestions  for 
additional  items.  Such  suggestions 
should  contain  sufficient  detail  to  enable 
the  Service  to  evaluate  their  relevance 
to  CITES  matters  and  appropriateness 
for  inclusion  in  the  agenda  of  the  third 
regular  meeting. 

Observers 

Article  XI,  paragraph  7  of  the 
Convention  provides: 

Any  body  or  agency  technically  qualified 
in  protection,  conservation  or  management  of 
wild  fauna  and  flora,  in  the  following 
categories,  which  has  informed  the 
Secretariat  of  its  desire  to  be  represented  at 
meetings  of  the  Conference  by  observers, 
shall  be  admitted  unless  at  least  one-third  of 
the  Parties  present  object: 

(a)  International  agencies  or  bodies,  either 
governmental  non-governmental,  and 
national  governmental  agencies  and  bodies; 
and 

(b)  National  non-govemmental  agencies  or 
bodies  which  have  been  approved  for  this 
purpose  by  the  State  in  which  they  are 
located.  Once  admitted,  these  obs^vers  shall 
have  the  right  to  participate  but  not  to  vote. 

Those  bodies  or  agencies  wishing  to 
send  observers  to  the  third  regular 
meeting  of  the  Conference  of  the  Parties 
are  responsible  for  so  informing  the 
Secretariat.  In  the  past,  the  Secretariat 
has  required  such  information  to  be 
received  at  least  one  month  prior  to  the 
meeting.  The  Secretariat  may  be 
contacted  at  the  following  addresses; 

Postal  address:  CITES  Secretariat,  Avenue  du 

Mont-Blanc,  CH-1196  GLAND, 

Switzerland. 

Telex:  22618  iucn  ch. 

Cable:  lUCNATURE. 

Persons  wishing  to  be  observers 
representing  U.S.  national  non¬ 
governmental  agencies  must  receive  the 
approval  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  for  such  purposes.  Such  requests 
should  include  evidence  of  technical 
qualification  in  protection,  conservation 
or  management  of  wild  fauna  and  flora 
and  should  be  addressed  in  the  same 
manner  as  information  and  comments 
(see  "Addresses”  above). 

Announcement  of  Public  Meeting 
Concerning  Proposed  Agenda  and 
Species  Proposals 

The  Service  announces  that  it  will 
hold  a  public  meeting  on  Monday,  June 
2, 1980  from  9:30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  in 
room  5160  of  the  main  building  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  18th  and  C 


Streets,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  for  the 
following  purposes: 

1.  To  receive  information  and 
comments  or  the  proposed  agenda  items 
for  the  third  regular  meeting  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Parties. 

2.  To  receive  suggestions  for 
additional  agenda  items  for  the  third 
regular  meeting  of  the  Conference  of  the 
Parties. 

3.  To  receive  information  on  animal 
and  plant  species  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  if  the  United  States  should 
propose  any  amendments  to  the  list  of 
species  in  CITES  Appendices  I  and  11 
(see  45  FR  23370,  April  4, 1980,  a  Service 
notice  requesting  comments  regarding 
such  proposals). 

4.  To  receive  suggestions  on  the 
membership  of  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the 
third  meeting. 

Written  statements  may  be  submitted 
to  the  Service  before  or  at  the  meeting. 
Appointments  to  speak  may  be  made 
with  the  Federal  Wildlife  Permit  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20240  (703/235-2418). 
Participants  without  prior  appointments 
will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  speak  to 
the  extent  time  allows  following 
speakers  with  appointments. 

This  notice  was  prepared  by  Arthur 
Lazarowitz,  Federal  Wildlife  Permit  Office. 

Dated:  May  5, 1980. 

Joan  Caton  Anthony, 

Chief,  Management  Operations  Branch, 
Federal  Wildlife  Permit  Office. 

(FR  Doc.  80-14285  Filed  5-8-80;  8:45  am] 
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